GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
and flame, which it made inevitable; and it taught a
world on the eve of revolution that rois eclair is differed
from the footpad only in the magnitude of their greed,
the scale of their operations, and the philosophical
hypocrisy with which they sought to cover naked
aggression (p. 153).
No sense of anything save satisfaction seems to
have stirred the breasts of the two successful bandits
as they assimilated their easy conquests in 1772.
Indeed, since the appetite for aggression grows by
what it feeds on, they at once began to discuss another
possible piece of co-operative robbery. This time
Sweden was to be the victim: Catharine was to
take Finland; Frederick, Pomerania. Fortunately
for the menaced Scandinavian kingdom, however,
it happened that a young and vigorous monarch had
just ascended her throne, Gustavus in (1771-92).
He, having got wind of the conspiracy, speedily put
his house in order, strengthened his defences, and
challenged the prospective depredators to come on.
Not knowing what Powers Sweden might have
behind her, the would-be partitioners decided that
discretion would, for the moment, be better than
burglary.
Catharine of Russia, however, had by no means
finished with Poland. There was a great deal more
of it that she wanted; but the opportunity to get it
did not come until after Frederick's death in 1786,
and after the outbreak of the French Revolution in
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